GRANT SOURCES

At Camp Highland we understand that raising funds to attend outdoor ed programs can be difficult and time consuming. All of the time and energy put into fundraising is appreciated. Alternative money is available if you can find it. We would like to offer this packet as an aid in finding money to help your students share the Camp Highland experience.

In this information package, we are trying to provide some information on grants that your school can use to help you meet the expenses of attending camp. The grant sources we list in this booklet are obviously not comprehensive. There are numerous sources of possible grants out there but we restricted our list to those that are most applicable to outdoor science schools. 

The information listed here is current as of the print date but certain details are bound to change. A reality check with the grant source is a good idea to ascertain the grant availability and your eligibility.
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Orange County Teacher’s Federal Credit Union (OCTFCU)

OCTFCU with the Orange County Department of Education formed a foundation for Orange County schools. Among the causes this foundation funds are grants for schools to send students to outdoor  science schools.

Eligibility

The foundation funds private and public schools in Orange Country from kindergarten through high school.

Grant Amount

Application for grants can be submitted for up $25,000.

Grant Application Dateline

The datelines for this grant may vary from year to year. However according to the latest announcement from OCTFCU’s website, the dateline for this year is March 15 and the award notification will be announced in May 2004. Since this date may change in the future, it is a good idea to inquire directly from OCTFCU early about datelines.

Contact Information

OCTFCU
P.O. Box 11547
Santa Ana
CA 92711-1547

1 800 462-8328

info@octfcu.org
http://www.octfcu.org
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
The EPA is an agency of the federal government. Office of Environmental Education (OEE) at the EPA gives out tons of grants each year to schools and individual groups. Over the past 10 years, an average of around $9,600 was awards in grants to 48 schools and/or school districts in California alone.

Eligibility

Environmental Educational programs at schools (from elementary to college) qualify for EPA grants.

Grant Amount

Grant applications in the amount of $25,000 or less should be made at the EPA regional offices (see below). Application for amount over $25,000 should be made directly to the EPA headquarters in DC (see below).

Grant Application Dateline

EPA grants application datelines usually occur in Winter or early Spring. For example, the dateline for 2004 grants was January 6. The datelines for each year are announced on their websites (see below). Unlike other grant sources, EPA grants require application forms, which they provide on their website. 

Contact Information

Headquarters:

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. (1701A)
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: (202) 564-1490

http://www.epa.gov/enviroed

Regional Office:

William Glenn and Bill Jones (as of February 2004)
U.S. EPA, Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street (PPA-1)
San Francisco, CA 94105
glenn.william@epa.gov (William)
jones.bill@epa.gov (Bill)

Wal-Mart Foundation
Wal-Mart has a foundation that has been providing grants to environmental education programs in schools since 1990. These grants are restricted to areas with Wal-Mart stores.

Eligibility

The grants are only available to schools that have Wal-Mart stores in the area. 

Grant Amount

The average amount awarded in grants is not publicized but a total of $1.7million has been awarded to schools for environmental programs.

Grant Application Dateline

No application dateline is provided. So it is recommended that you directly contact Wal-Mart well in advance.

Contact Information

http://www.walmartfoundation.org/wmstore/goodworks/scripts/index.jsp

fndatn@wal-mart.com

Wal-Mart.com USA, LLC
7000 Marina Blvd.
Brisbane, CA 94005
650-837-5000

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. Home Office:

702 S.W. 8th Street
Bentonville, AR 72716

PG&E Corporation

PG&E, through their National Environmental Education Grants Program, supports environmental education programs. 

Eligibility

The grants are open to schools and organizations.

Grant Amount

While the corporation does not state how much they offer to individual applicants, they distributed $97,000 through 11 grants in 2002 (almost $9000 per award).

Grant Application Dateline

The foundation did not publicize any datelines for future grants. It is recommended that you contact them directly about current available grants and datelines in advance.

Contact Information

PG&E Corporation
One Market, Spear Tower
Suite 2400
San Francisco, CA 94105

http://www.pgecorp.com
415-267-7000

Office of Environmental Education, California Department of Education 

This office at the California Department of Education is a rich source of information on grants targeted at California residents. In 1999, the California governor’s office made $1,500,000 available to enable schools to send students (5th and 6th graders only) to residential outdoor science schools. The one-time fund was exhausted last year. While there is currently no similar funds available, the announce and disbursements of such funds/grants are made through this office. 

Contact Information

California Department of Education (CDE)
1430 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Telephone: (916) 322 9503

http://www.cde.ca.gov/funding/wwwlist.asp
Tips on Writing Successful Grants

There is no one correct way of writing a successful grant proposal. However, following certain guidelines and avoiding common mistakes can make the difference between your proposal collecting dust in some office or being among a few successful recipients. In this section, we provide some useful tips. 

The help we provide here is very limited. Writing a grant proposal, especially for someone who hasn’t had any experience, should involve consulting a lot of resources. The Internet and your local libraries are examples of such resources that can help a great deal.

Acquaint Yourself with Grant Source

You will save yourself and your school a lot of time and effort by knowing the requirements and eligibility rules of the foundation or organization or agency that provides the grants. A lot of well-written grant proposals never get read beyond the first page because some foundations just do not fund certain activities regardless of how worthwhile they are. 

Follow Direction

Different organizations or foundations have different application guidelines. When announcement of grant opportunities are made, the application procedures will usually be stated. 

It is a good idea to contact the source of the grants directly before sending your application. Not all relevant information are necessarily written on the announcement bulletin. 

Since virtually all grants receive so many applications, late proposal will almost certainly be disregarded. So start the process well ahead of the dateline.   

The Basic Structure Of a Grant Proposal

· Proposal Summary

· Introduction to the School/Program

· Needs Assessment

· Program Objective

· Program Design

· Program Evaluation

· Program Budget

· Appendix

Proposal Summary

This section is usually a cover letter and is about one to two pages long. It provides a summary of your program and proposal. Since this section is the first part that the evaluator of the grant source will read, the impression it gives is very important. The common wisdom is that it is the last section written so that it fully captures the essence of your grant proposal.

Introduction to the School/Program

This part should give a description of your school and your environmental curriculum. You should clearly state how this environmental program fits and enhances your overall educational curriculum. You should also include description of your school district and the relevant demographics of the area you serve.

Needs Assessment

This is a very important part of the grant proposal because it provides the reason for making the application in the first place. It should state how this grant will help solve your problem. If your school serves students from low economic background, you should emphasize that in this section.  Be specific and use data to back up your statements.

Program Objective

What are the goals of your program? What are the expected benefits for the school in general and the students in particular in attending a residential outdoor science school? Read the criteria of the foundation or organization that is providing the grants and demonstrate how your program meets those criteria.

Program Design


In this section, you should show why you have chosen an outdoor science school to enhance your environmental education program rather than other methods. Think of ways of incorporating environmental science education in your program without going to a residential science program and justify your program over them.

Program Evaluation


This is where you specify how to determine whether your program is successful. In most grant application, this will involve two parts: an evaluation criteria during the program to determine if you are progressing towards your goals in a timely fashion and a final evaluation criteria to determine how you have met your goals. In your case, you will only have to worry about the latter part since residential outdoor science school are at most a one-week duration.

Program Budget


The section shows how the funds will be spent. Be very specific and show every detail. Account for every cent and be thorough. 

Appendix


If your school has received a grant before, you may want to show that in this section. It demonstrates your ability to manage a grant.


This is also the section where you include letters of support and/or endorsements. Two or three should be fine.  

Further Resources

The Internet

http://www.schoolgrants.org

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/grant_tips.htm

http://www.cpb.org/grants/grantwriting.html

http://www.polarisgrantscentral.net/tips.html

http://7-12educators.about.com/cs/grantwriting/

http://www.epa.gov/seahome/grants/src/grant.htm

http://www.seanet.com/~sylvie/grants.htm

http://www.anovember.com/grants/booklet/book.html

Books

Grant Writing for Dummies (2001) by Bev A. Browning and Beverly A. Browning

The Everything Grant Writing Book (2003) by Judy Tremore and Nancy Burke Smith

The Only Grant-Writing Book You’ll Ever Need (2003) by Ellen Karsh and Arlen Sue Fox

Winning Grant (2002) by Mim Carlson

I'll Grant You That: A Step-by-Step Guide to Finding Funds, Designing Winning Projects, and Writing Powerful Grant Proposals (2000) by Jim Burke and Carol Ann Prater

