THE TEACHER’S ROLE AT CHOSS
Welcome!

CHOSS (Camp Highland Outdoor Science School) is an incredible place not only for the students who come here, but the teachers as well. It’s a chance to get out of the classroom and to see your students grow in new and exciting ways.   It’s also a chance to take a break from the everyday routine, and relax a bit. Once you arrive we take the students from you and provide them structured, safe supervision every moment of the day. 

You are an integral part of the camp experience, not only for your students, but for CHOSS Instructors as well. You know your students much better than we do, and can provide insightful leadership and support throughout the week. Feel free to engage yourself with one of the field or cabin groups during their activities!  There are many ways that teachers can get involved.  Please read through the following and understand your role before you arrive.

Arrival Day

OPENING

After your meeting with the administrators, we will have an opening ceremony with the entire school.  This ceremony will cover expectations and introduce students to the staff.  After the ceremony, students will divide into their cabin groups and move in to their cabins.

MOVE-IN

While your students are moving in, this is a great opportunity for you to get settled in your rooms.              One of the Directors will show you where your rooms are located.  Check-in will occur at the Resort Front Desk.  

LUNCH

At approximately 12:30PM, we will begin lunch in the dining hall.  Your attendance is necessary for the success of the program.  Please take a seat at a table that doesn’t have another adult present.                Please ensure that students are listening to dining hall expectations and enforce these expectations at your table throughout the week.

CABIN INSTRUCTOR MEETING

Immediately after lunch, you will meet with the Cabin Instructors in the Hitching Post.  This meeting allows for Instructors to share any concerns they have with you and vice versa.  Please keep the feedback and information positive in nature, and discuss with the appropriate Instructor on a one-to-one basis.  If you have a student with special needs or constant behavior problems, please provide management strategies.

FIELD INSTRUCTOR MEETING

At approximately 4:30 PM, you will meet with the Field Instructors in the Hitching Post.  This meeting will again allow for concerns to be discussed regarding specific students.  If an Instructor has questions or concerns about a specific student, they will ask that student’s teacher.  Also keep in mind, this is a great opportunity to get to know our staff and make arrangements for getting involved in activities throughout the week with those Instructors.


EVENING CLASSES

For evening classes such as the Night Hike or Astronomy, some Instructors may want to take their students on the trail.  If so, they will need an extra adult to accompany the group.  Night Hikes and Astronomy lessons usually begin at 7:30pm, or when it is dark enough.   Groups will begin their night hikes from the cabins, and astronomy lessons follow the location of the telescope.  Try to meet the cabin groups at their cabins a few minutes early.  The telescope is set up by the Duty Manager just minutes before the Astronomy lesson begins.  The location is usually the large open space in front of the cabins, or behind the Hitching Post.  

Departure Day

MEETING

We’ll have a brief meeting on the morning of the last day to discuss how the week went and your thoughts on the program, Instructors, and students.  Please bring any evaluation forms and/or notes that you took during the week.  We enjoy hearing your comments and concerns, and our staff uses this information to improve our program.  The meeting will take place at 9:00 AM in the Hitching Post.
CLOSING CEREMONY

We will meet with students on the last day to summarize and provide a meaningful and reflective end to their stay.  Your attendance is very helpful in connecting the students visit here with their experiences in the classroom.  After this ceremony, we will say goodbye to your students and turn them over to their teachers.  Please make yourself available for group supervision in case buses arrive a bit late.                 Our Instructors have End-of-Week cleaning duties to attend to during this time.  We appreciate your help during this time!

BUSES

Please arrange to have your buses here on the last day of the program at 10:00 am, so we can have them loaded up and ready for a 10:30 am departure. If you are scheduling a Last Day Lunch in the dining hall, please have your buses here by 11:00 am so we can load them up for an 11:45 departure time. 

Telephones

There are pay phones on the property and telephones are available in the resort rooms for a refundable $10.00 deposit, but long distance phone calls are expensive and are charged to your room at the resort rate.  Teachers are responsible for their own long distance bills. Outside phone calls coming into the resort must go through the voice mail system, so make sure the party calling knows your room extension number. In case of an emergency, CHOSS’s private line may be used.

Teachers in Classes

We encourage teachers to be involved in school functions. We feel that your week here should be a positive experience for both students and teachers.  Instructors will invite you to participate in hikes and activities.  Your involvement is pertinent to the learning that students take from this experience.  Connecting the lessons on the trail to those in the classroom is what makes Environmental Education its most effective.  Instructors have spent a great deal of time preparing lessons for the week.                Please respect the Instructors’ lesson delivery, and try to get involved as a participant rather than a teacher.  We appreciate your support and participation, as will the students.  Our only request is that you help maintain positive student behavior and comply with safety standards set by our staff.  
Students in the Infirmary 

On the occasion that a student becomes ill and is checked into the infirmary for any length of time, including an overnight period, an accompanying teacher will be expected to stay in the infirmary to help supervise the child. This may include sleeping overnight in the infirmary. This allows the CHOSS Medic to easily respond to other illnesses or emergencies in camp without leaving the student in the infirmary unsupervised. 

Dining Room Supervision

Meals are regularly the most hectic time of the day, so your help here is especially appreciated. Teachers will be expected to be on time to Breakfast and Dinner and to supervise a table by themselves. Once in the dining hall, please help us out by following these rules:

· An adult must be at each table.  Students will be assigned a table for the week where they are expected to sit for breakfast and dinner.  Adults are also assigned tables, so you’re attendance is needed.  At times, we may have fewer adults than tables in the dining hall.  We ask that you keep an eye on adjacent tables without an adult. 

· Students may not get up from the table without your permission. Reasons they may need to get up are for food, to see the medic, or to go to the restroom.

· Encourage the students at your table to make wise food choices, and hold them accountable for eating what they take before going back for more. 
· Students getting up from the table for seconds on food may go one at a time. 

· If a student must use the restroom during the meal, they must go with a buddy.
· If a student needs to use the restroom after seconds is over, you must accompany them.
· Only five (5) students can be seen by the Camp Medic at one time.  They do not need a buddy to see the Medic. 
Student Discipline

As a staff, we try to provide each student with a clean slate at the beginning of their time with us.                This is a necessary piece for setting students up for success.  To help facilitate this, we prefer to be the primary disciplinarians.  If issues arise, we will make every effort to keep you updated and involve you as needed.  If you see a situation that requires immediate attention for safety reasons, please intervene.  If you witness behavior issues that you do not feel are appropriately addressed, please bring up your concerns with the Instructor or the directors.

We expect students to be on their best behavior while visiting our school. Exploratory learning provides a unique opportunity for students who may find difficulty in a typical classroom setting.  Our program is set up to reward positive behavior instead of focusing on inappropriate behavior.  In some cases, students may have difficulty adjusting to their time with us.  If their actions are detrimental to the experience of other students and staff, we follow a three-strike policy:   

Strike 1:  Informing the student of their poor choices and discussing ways to improve their behavior.

Strike 2:  The student is brought to one of the camp directors and a behavior contract is            

                established which clearly states the behavior the student must exhibit to remain a part of      

                the program. The parents are contacted at this point and made aware of the contract. 

Strike 3:  A student who breaks their own contract will be responsible for the consequences.
   This may include expulsion. 
ANY INFRACTION WHICH PUTS A STUDENT’S OR STAFF MEMBER’S SAFETY IN JEOPARDY WILL RESULT IN THE IMMEDIATE EXPULSION OF THE STUDENT.

For our discipline system to work effectively, we need the cooperation of both the parents and teachers. When a student gets a second strike, we will ask for the teacher’s assistance in making sure that the situation is handled as constructively as possible. In the unfortunate case of expulsion, the parents will be called upon to transport their student from camp. If the parent is unable to do this, it is the teacher’s responsibility to transport the student off the camp property.

Get Involved!

While we provide an active schedule for students, we do not require the teachers to follow any one particular group.  Please feel free to float from group to group, activity to activity, and cabin to cabin.  Your students will most likely be engaged in activities all over the property.  If you have trouble finding a group, please ask one of the Directors.  The Medic, Duty Manager, and both Directors will able to guide you to a specific location.  We do our best to include you in our program, but it really is up to each teacher to get involved during the program.  Have fun, get dirty, and wear yourselves out during our hikes and adventures!  The students will love to see you participating in activities.  NOTE: Sometimes your presence may affect the group dynamic during certain activities.  While most teachers do not cause distractions or negative impacts on the group dynamic, we ask that you use your best judgement and communicate with the Instructor during these moments in order to avoid any uncomfortable situations.   
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